STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES


VERTICAL & HORIZONTAL
BELT SANDERS

A.
SAFETY
1.
a)
Face shields must be worn. (Unless a permanently fixed face shield is

provided.)

b)
Dust masks are recommended.

     
c)
Gloves are recommended to be worn when grinding parts larger than 4” x


4”.

      d)
Gloves are not recommended when grinding parts smaller than 4” x


4”used in conjunction with a parts rest) or when sharpening drill bits.


e)
When not in full control of the belt sander, turn off the power

Note:” If there is reasonable probability that you or someone around you

could be injured in anyway” deems that you must lockout your machine.

Refer to the Maintenance lockout procedure if required. If you are unsure

if there is reasonable Probability contact your Supervisor.

B.
BELT INSPECTION

1. Release the latch on the safety cover.

·  Open door exposing drive components.


Machine must be locked out 

2. By hand rotate the belt one full revolution.

·    Inspect for cuts, nicks and excessive wear.

3. If sanding belt is deemed useable, proceed with operation, if unusable       replace the belt.

C.
REPLACING THE SANDING BELT

When replacing the sanding belt it is the supervisors responsibility or that of a competent operator to practically train individuals.  Because we have such a wide variety of belt sanders, one procedure could not possibly cover the scope, in its entirety.

D.
GENERAL OPERATION:
1. Material rest should be adjusted to a minimum 1/32”, maximum 1/16” clearance.

Note on 6” belt sanders the belt clearance must be set by the maintenance department because making this adjustment also adjusts the alignment of the wheel.

2. Should handling smaller parts put you or people around you at risk, use alternate holding methods.

a) Pliers.

b) Vice Grips

E.
OPERATION
1. Ensure belt sander (inside/outside) is kept clean at all times.
2. Ensure floor and surrounding work area are clutter free.
3. Ensure tools are cleaned and returned to their proper place after use.
4. On sanders which are equipped with dust collectors:


a)
Dust collectors must be turned on before starting the belt sander.


Turn the red handle on the dust collector two full revolutions before


starting the dust collector

5. Use moderate pressure when belt sanding.

6. Use full width of belt to ensure belt wears evenly.

7. Material under 3/16” must be held flat on material rest to avoid the part from being wedged between the belt and the material rest.

8. Hand held scrapers are not to be sharpened on the belt sander, use a pedestal grinder.

9. Use common sense at all times, if something does not seem right contact you’re supervisor.  

EXCEPTION: TO GRIND SMALL PARTS ABOVE THE PARTS REST WHILE WEARING GLOVES (ONLY APPLICABLE TO THE VERTICAL BELT SANDER)
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a)
Grinding small parts, ensuring the part is fed into the belt at an angle

b) Thin material can also be de-burred using this method


c)
Never grind small parts on the parts rest without holding them securely


with pliers, vice grips etc. Even when parts are big enough not to get


wedged between the parts rest you should still secure them as they can


wobble and damage the belt.
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