


PLATE LIFTER


SAFETY & OPERATING PROCEDURES





SAFETY





Know the weight of the load to be lifted.  Never lift beyond the capacity of the plate lifter.


 Make sure your hands are free of the hook before lifting.  Honk your horn before lifting.


 To guide the load always walk on the side of the lifter, never on the end. Always use the guide ropes. Never enter the fall zone.





B.	CHECKS


1.	Check the plate lifter for loose bolts and make sure the stabilizing ropes are attached.





C.	OPERATION


1.	Using tackle, open the lift to the width of the material.  Lower it into place, and tighten the lift.  Always place hooks on the ends of the load to prevent material movement.


2.	Raise the lifter 10 - 12” off the floor, then stop and check that everything is hooked up and working properly, and that the load is level.	


3.	Always have one person designated to operate the controls, and a minimum of one person to stabilize the lifter. When moving use stabilizing ropes only.  “Loaded or not.”


4.	Make your travel slow and smooth to avoid hitting objects or swaying the lift.


5.	When moving plate or sheet material, the extension safety chains must be used whenever possible.


6.	Never guide the load with the chain.


7.	Keep the plate lifter as low as possible.


8.	Do not force the jaw direction lever.  Using the chain, reverse the direction (pressure) of the clamping mechanism, allowing the jaw direction lever to be moved freely.


STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES
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